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Using an Existing Facebook Post in an Ad 
 

Hi everyone. Andrea Vahl here.  I'm going to cover how to use an existing post in an ad campaign that 

you start in the ads manager. This is a little bit different tactic from what I might teach in the split testing 

section where I talk about duplicating everything at the ad set level. Because when you're doing the 

duplication at the ad set level, you are duplicating into a brand new ad as well.  

At the ad set level, you've got the budget and the targeting and the placement and everything like that 

and also all of the ads underneath that. And you duplicate those all into a brand new split test so that 

you can control the budget at each level. But you're also duplicating the ad as well. So you're creating a 

whole new post and they'll have a different comment on them and things like that.  

There's a reason why you might want to use the same post so that you're funneling all of the comments 

and the information and maybe the benefits of that post doing really well. And also video views. If you 

have a video, you may want to use an existing post and just funnel all the video views onto that single 

video. So those are some of the reasons why you would choose to use the same post, but duplicate the 

ad set so you can control the budget and maybe have different targeting but use the same ad in both 

tests. This is a little bit different technique, but definitely can be really good for a post that's doing really 

well and you want to aggregate everything into that post.  

Let me show you a couple of things about this on how it's done. So say I'm just choosing something from 

one of my ads and I see that something might be going pretty well with this ad. It's getting good 

purchases. So I want to duplicate and maybe if it has some good comments, maybe it has some nice 

social proof in there. Perhaps I would want to grab that particular ad and then create a new ad set.  

Let's look at how this happens here. When we're in the creation area, we are creating a new ad. We're 

setting up the new targeting and the new budgeting perhaps, but we want to use that post and not 

create something brand new. Here's how that works.  

We're in the ad area so we've already set up the targeting and everything we want with that. And we're 

in the creative here section. Typically you're going to be landing right on this create ad and you've got 

the images that you choose. But we're going to choose use existing post. Now we go down to select a 

post. But these are posts that you have posted on your Facebook page. Unless it's something you've 

already posted, you wouldn't be able to see any of the previous ads you've set up through the ads 

manager, but you could be using an existing post.  

So that’s happened with some of the ads I've run where I upload the video first, it gets a little organic 

traffic. I know that I'm going to be using it as an ad so I make sure it's all formatted well for an ad. And 

then I might go in and use that video post in it, in this way as well.  

So instead, if you don't have it on your Facebook page, you have to click this enter post ID. And so now 

you have to go and grab the post ID from the other ad that you may have created. And so say we're 

using this ad, we're going to preview the ad and we're going to look at the Facebook posts with 

comments. And this is every Facebook ad has a URL that is the Facebook post ID here. This is the full 
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post ID. The full URL is for the whole link, but the post ID is this last section of the post. So last section of 

the URL, you just grab these numbers that come after this forward slash.  

Now we go into the creation here and I'm going to just paste that post ID and it will pull that particular 

ad there and I'll be able to use it in a different ads. So it might have some really nice comments that I 

want to keep there and I want to funnel all of the engagement onto a single post.  

The thing is you won't be able to edit that because that's an existing post that lives over here. So that's 

just exactly how it is. If you need to edit the text in any way, then you will have to create a new ad. Or 

you could go back and edit that post text on the post itself. Or edit the other ad actually because that's 

where that would live. So that's how that works. And then you have hopefully got that exactly the way 

you want it and then you can hit confirm. And I never do this request of manual review, I just let it go 

through and hit confirm.  So that is exactly how it works to use an existing post.  

And remember if you are on your Facebook page and if you wanted to find the post ID of any post, all I'd 

have to do would be to click on the date stamp, which is in this case only four hours ago, I could go in 

and click on the date stamp there. And when I click on this date stamp, now I get this post ID. Actually 

it's got lots of extra information here that I wouldn't need. I would just need, these numbers are the 

post ID. So that's how you find post ideas for any post and you can use an existing post into a brand new 

ad.  

So hope that was helpful. Talk to you again soon. 


